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Abstract: The mixed methods emerge as a third option beyond the quantitative and qualitative methods.
But it should not be called “a third research paradigm” for its lack of the characteristic elements of a “paradigm”.
And a consensus has not been reached yet about its philosophical standpoint and world view as a system of
methodology. Besides, the practical method only provides a practical interpretation to the compatibility of mixed
methods, but it lacks a deep understanding of the twenty-first century world science revolution and ideological
change. Complexity paradigm, proposed as a philosophical standpoint of the mixed methods research, is a world-
scale scientific thought providing a strong theoretical defense for the integration of different methods across
diverse disciplines and technologies from such domains as epistemological basis, policy guidance and world view
picture.
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