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An Analysis on Emperor Qianlong’s Kaihuolun

GUO Yuan-lin
(School of Chinese Literature and Language, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225002, China) A

Abstract; After unified Xinjiang, Emperor Qianlong wrote Kaihuolun. This paper points out that the so-
called floating discussion in Kaihuolun had precise historical facts, Emperor Qianlong’s article was not only to
retort the veto, but also embodied the development of governance. Emperor Qianlong stood at the height of
justice, indicated that he could build the achievements surpassing his ancestors’ because of God’s bless.
Emperor Qianlong not only mastered the voice, but also subverted scholars’ criticism on territory expansion. On
the one hand Emperor Qianlong attached great importance to the historical narrative, on the other hand he
emphasized on thought elaboration, which made Kaihuolun break through the boundary of Fu. In Kaihuolun ,
Emperor Qianlong constructed and maintained the concept of China’s territory and multi-ethnic national
outlook. In this sense, Emperor Qianlong’ article removed some popular doubts and brought enlightment.

Keywords: Qianlong; Kaihuolun; debate between Chinese and Non-Chinese; Governance; Fu



