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An Exploratory Study on Sima Qian’ s Elite Consciousness
of Fighting Against Political Domination with Confucian Orthodoxy

Guo Yuanlin
( College of Liberal Arts Yangzhou University Yangzhou 225002  China)

Abstract: Sima Qian ( ) inherited the critical spirit of family historians used the technique of writing
for Spring and Autumn Annals in Confucius’ footsteps grasped the right to influence action and fought
against political domination with Confucian orthodoxy. In the course of writing Records of the Historian ( {

))  he concealed his commendations and criticisms as a historian. In Sima Qian’ s works Xiang Yu (

) was depicted as an all-powerful hero. Sima Qian simultaneously compared the images of Xiang Yu and Liu
Bang ( ) from their different family origins ways of conduct and personalities seemingly having a hint
of praising Xiang while belittling Liu. However Xiang Yu had some shortcomings in his personality such as
the imbalance between his private morality and public morality. He was doomed to fail because of his lacking
of public morality. From Sima Qian’s simultaneous criticism of Liu Bang and Xiang Yu we can see his
judgment of the old and new aristocracies. This approach reflects Sima Qian’ s elite consciousness.

Key words: Sima Qian elite consciousness technique of writing for Spring and Autumn Annals image of

Xiang Yu



