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The Convergence and Transformation of Large and Small Traditions: Reflections on the
Relationship between Confucian Classics and Opera in the Qing Dynasty
ZHANG Xiao - lan

( School of Literature, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou, Jiangsu 225000)
Abstract: As the two poles of traditional culture, the relationship between Classics and operas is similar to the rela—
tionship between Great Tradition and Little Tradition in anthropology. The study of Classics is an elite culture that re—
presents social ideology. The opera comes from the popular culture of the people, but in the Qing Dynasty, there was
a close connection between the two. On the one hand, Confucian Classics have an absolute commanding effect on op—
eras. The basic expressions in opera works are Confucian ethics such as loyalty, filial piety, good and evil
retribution. On the other hand, there is also a blending and transformation between Classics and operas. The opera will
change to elegant culture and elite culture. The ” decline of the elegant operas and the rise of the local operas” in the
middle of the Qing Dynasty is the result of this blending and transformation. The relationship between Classics and
opera in the Qing dynasty can be studied from the following dimensions: the influence of Classics on opera in the Qing
dynasty and the characteristics and changes of opera in the Qing dynasty under the context of Classics, the opera
activities of the Confucian scholars in the Qing dynasty, and the opera thoughts of the Confucian scholars in the Qing
dynasty.
Key Words: Qing Dynasty Classics; Qing Opera; Great Traditions; Small Traditions; Convergence and Transforma—

tion
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