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Cry and Struggle under the Disaster and Famine

——Survey of the Relationship between Left-wing Literature
in the 1930s and Natural Disasters in the Republic of China

Zhang Tanghui
(School of Liberal Arts, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225002)

Abstract: The booming of left-wing literature in the 1930s is a result of the propaganda
of the proletarian revolutionary literature theory, and also has its soil of reality, in
which the famine and disasters are important factors that cannot be ignored. During the
period of the Republic of China, there are many natural disasters and many left-wing
writers life are woven with them. Left-wing writers describe the natural disasters in
various forms including fiction, drama, prose, poetry, etc. All these woks cover a
broad range of social contents and reflect the spirit of realism of the left-wing literature.
Left-wing literature and natural disasters are closely intertwined which, on one hand,
strengthen the combination between left-wing literature and local Chinese, forming a
kind of modern narrative pattern, playing a strong social critical function, awakening
the farmers consciousness and resistance and accelerating the development of Chinese
left-revolution; on the other hand, restrict the multi-dimensional development of left-
wing literature, makeing the left-wing literature conditioned by local experience,

ignoring its own modern character and artistic charm.

Key words: in the 1930s; left-wing literature; natural disasters; famine
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