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The book exchange from China to Vietnam and its influence to culture in
Nguyen dynasty

In most cases, the medium bringing Chinese books into Vietnam is official
agents and diplomatic envoys in Nguyen dynasty, market trade of books is not
prosperous, and that is just like the situation of Sino-Korea, different from that of
Sino-Japan. This is resulted in two facts, systematic tribute to central empire with
attached trade suppressed the enthusiasm of independent merchants, and commercial
cost is too high because source area of imports from China is Guangdong , which is
far away from the centre of book production and trade--the middle and lower reaches
of the Yangtze River. Because reprinting Chinese book in Vietnam is not common
practice, Over-reliance on government procurement and envoys purchase produces
two results, less books in Vietnam in comparison with Korea and Japan, and seriously
uneven distribution of the books in different Hierarchies, the royal family gets most
books, followed by the diplomats, the ordinary people have little chance to get books.
That influenced literature level of Vietnamese scholars and promoted Vietnamese
government to distribute books to common students and scholars.

He Qiannian (School of Chinese Language and Literature, Yangzhou University,
hegiannian126@sina.com)
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